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far as ethical matters are concerned. Rac-
ism, sexism, and speciesism, it's said that 
they're all one and the same thing: taking 
mere biology to have ethical import. It 
sounds right, that slogan does. But in actu-
ality, it ignores far too many imp:>rtant and 
pervasive facts about ourselves and the world 
we live in, facts which sculpt the main con-
tours of our lives and concepts, ethical 
concepts included, and provide the very p:>s-
sibilities for the realization of value and 
disvalue in the world. Whether a biological 
difference makes for a valuational difference 
and, if so, how it does depend on the nature 
of the biological difference, the nature of 
the world, and how and how intimately the 
biological difference figures into the scheme 
of values entire. Only disembodied spirits 
can ignore biology altogether. 
Notes 
1. Evelyn Pluhar, "Speciesism Not Just-
ified, II Ethics ~ Animals 5 (1984), pp. 122-9. 
Subsequent references are indicated in paren-
theses. Page numbers will readily distin-
guish such references frem those pegged on 
note 2. 
2. Michael 'Nreen, "In Defense of Spe-
ciesism," Ethics ~ Animals 5 (1984), pp. 47-
60. Subsequent references are indicated in 
parentheses. 
3. Sydney Shoemaker, Self-Knowledge and 
Self-Identity (Ithaca: Cornell University 
Press, 1962), p. 4. 
4. This, in fact, is part of the point 
of the three cases I cite in "In Defense of 
Speciesism" (pp. 49, 51, 53). I am not sure 
that Pluhar quite understood this (p. 125). 
5. An earlier version of "In Defense of 
Speciesism" included six objections to the 
main argument (and my answers to them), but 
these had to be eliminated due to space con-
siderations. One was the objection just 
discussed. 
6. P1uhar implies that I say that all 
proPJilents of basic rights speak of the Su-
preme Court of Justice of the Cosrros. This 
is inaccurate. What I say is that all anti-
speciesists (or better, all anti-speciesists 
who accord non-h\.llffiTl animals intrinsic moral 
standing) use a term like compensation, rest-
itution, or sane such metaphorically, that 
is, in a derivative sense. That still seems 
to me correct. Pluhar herself speaks of 
empathizing with non-human animals who are in 
pain, and that requires anthropomorphizing 
such animals to at least some extent. As 
Wittgenstein taught us, the prilnaxy case for 
the ascription of pain is the adult hwnan 
being, and the same p:>int holds for all psy-
chological or (intrinsic) moral ascriptions. 
Anyone who ascribes rights or intrinsic moral 
standing to animals, then, does so on the 
basis of the model of an adult human being. 
7. This is another of the objections 
alluded to in note 5. 
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